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months	 after	Albert	 joined	USC,	 the	 library	 director	 who	 hired	Albert,	 Francis	
Gates,	 left	USC	 to	 lead	 the	Columbia	Law	Library.	Dean	Dorothy	Nelson	 asked	
Albert	to	serve	as	interim	director	while	the	law	school	conducted	a	national	search	

























O.	Brecht	at	 the	USC	Gould	School	of	Law.	The	 tributes	contained	here	are	edited	versions	of	 the	
remarks	given	at	that	service.










you	may	know,	 in	1984,	Albert	 agreed	 to	 serve	 for	 a	 year	 as	 the	 interim	deputy	
director	of	the	USC	University	Library.	In	typical	USC	fashion,	he	was	expected	to	
discharge	 his	 normal	 tasks	 as	 the	 leader	 of	 the	 law	 school’s	 library,	 and	 he	was	
expected	 to	 spend	 eighty	 percent	 of	 his	 time	 as	 the	 interim	 deputy	 director.	 In	












had	 known	 about	 Albert	 for	 years.	 At	Vanderbilt,	 where	 I	 began	 my	 academic	







the	 great	 deans	 with	 whom	 I	 worked—Dorothy	 Nelson,	 Scott	 Bice,	 and	 Matt	
Spitzer”;	 “It	 was	 the	 wonderful	 staff	 that	 I	 had.”	We,	 however,	 know	 the	 truth.	
Albert	was	the	prime	mover	in	developing	what	is	one	of	the	best	law	libraries	in	
the	country.—Robert	K.	Rasmussen1
¶9	In	1973,	when	I	was	dean	of	 the	 law	school,	 I	was	a	 little	surprised	when	
Francis	 Gates	 brought	 Albert	 in	 to	 me.	 Albert	 was	 twenty-six	 at	 the	 time,	 but	
looked	barely	 sixteen.	However,	when	Albert,	 in	his	 lovely	 southern	accent,	 said,	
“I’m	so	pleased	to	meet	you	ma’am;	I	hear	you	are	a	great	lover	of	libraries,”	I	knew	
we	had	the	right	man	to	become	our	assistant	librarian.	When	Francis	Gates	left	to	
	 1.	 Dean	and	Carl	Mason	Franklin	Chair	 in	Law,	and	Professor	of	Law	and	Political	Science,	
USC	Gould	School	of	Law,	Los	Angeles,	California.
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and	 the	 expanding	 role	 of	 law	 librarians	 in	 the	 scholarly	 pursuits	 of	 the	 faculty.	
Among	his	many	publications	are	The Impact of Automation on Academic Libraries2	












¶12	Albert	was	 especially	 loved	by	his	 staff.	He	had	 a	 gift	 for	hiring	 the	best	
talented	young	professionals,	giving	them	guidance,	allowing	them	to	be	creative,	





	 2.	 Albert	Brecht,	The Impact of Automation on Academic Libraries,	 in	LegAL inFoRMATion FoR 
The 1980’s: MeeTing The neeDs oF The LegAL pRoFession	159	(Betty	W.	Taylor	ed.,	1982).
	 3.	 Albert	Brecht,	Changes in Legal Scholarship and Their Impact on Law School Library Reference 
Services,	77	LAW LiBR. J.	157	(1984–85).
	 4.	 Senior	Judge,	United	States	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Ninth	Circuit,	Pasadena,	California.












first	 capital	 fund-raising	 campaign.	 His	 successful	 efforts	 resulted	 in	 our	 first	
$20,000.	 His	 leadership	 and	 guidance	 over	 the	 years	 have	 resulted	 in	 Lambda	
granting	more	than	$300,000	in	scholarship	funds	to	outstanding	USC	LGBT	and	
ally	students.	I	am	pleased	to	say	that	as	we	embark	upon	our	Twentieth	Anniver-
















to	 leave	me	 in	 the	dust.	And	 in	 fact,	 he	did.	His	 running	with	Frontrunners	on	
Saturday	mornings	became	a	sanctuary	for	him.	It	was	there,	on	the	dirt	trails	of	
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¶20	I	met	Albert	Brecht	in	the	fall	of	1969	at	the	University	of	Houston	College	
of	Law.	I	was	one	year	out	of	my	M.L.S.	program,	an	assistant	cataloging	librarian,	
and	going	 to	 law	 school	part-time.	Albert	 came	 to	work	 in	 the	Law	Library	as	 a	
student	 assistant	when	 he	 enrolled	 at	 the	University	 of	Houston.	We	 bonded	 at	
once!	Interestingly,	we	had	spent	four	years	in	Denton,	Texas,	at	the	same	time—
Albert	at	what	was	then	North	Texas	State	University	(now	the	University	of	North	










ton	 in	Seattle	 to	get	his	master’s	degree	 in	 law	 librarianship.	Al	Coco,	Pat	Kehoe	
(who	was	the	assistant	director	of	the	law	library),	and	I	were	all	so	proud	of	him!	
























wig—white	 with	 a	 huge	 pompadour	 that	 jiggled	 whenever	 he	moved	 his	 head.	
Albert	said	that	he	thought	he	looked	like	Little	Richard.	I	wonder	what	future	law	
librarians	will	think	when	they	see	the	photographs	of	that	banquet.








friends	I	have	ever	had.	At	 the	time	of	Albert’s	diagnosis	 in	2009,	I	had	 just	had	

































the	center	was	Albert—it	was	obvious	 that	he	set	 the	 tone	and	the	expectations.	
	 6.	 Paul	B.	Eaton	Distinguished	Professor	of	Law,	UNC	School	of	Law,	Chapel	Hill,	North	Caro-
lina.




























¶35	 As	 much	 as	 Albert	 focused	 on	 maintaining	 high	 service	 standards,	 he	
poured	equal	effort	into	creating	a	supportive	and	collegial	work	environment.	We	
celebrated	birthdays	every	month;	we	had	holiday	parties,	summer	picnics,	pizza	
parties	 for	 our	 student	 workers.	 During	 these	 times,	 Albert’s	 wicked	 sense	 of	
humor	shone.	Who	could	forget	the	holiday	party	where	he	put	on	a	garbage	bag	







exclusively	mine;	 a	 number	 of	my	 colleagues	 who	 worked	 at	 USC	 also	 proudly	
called	him	mentor.	Albert	had	a	gift	for	hiring	the	best	talented	young	professionals	
and	giving	them	the	guidance	and	creativity	to	grow	and	develop	into	directors	of	
	 7.	 Barbara	L.	Mackoff,	Define Leader: The Definition and Development of Law Librarians as Lead-
ers,	101	LAW LiBR. J.	471,	481,	2009	LAW LiBR. J.	26,	¶	38	(quoting	hoWARD gARDneR, LeADing MinDs	6	
(1995)).
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academic	 law	 libraries	 and	 leaders	 in	 law	 librarianship.	 The	 list	 includes	 Steve	
Barkan	(Marquette	and	Wisconsin),	Darin	Fox	(Oklahoma),	Paul	George	(Penn),	





tive	 skills,	 whether	 it	 was	 assigning	 a	 project	 to	 manage	 or	 restructuring	 the	
library’s	organizational	chart	to	give	someone	a	managerial	opportunity.	And	if	an	






tion	 of	 Law	 Libraries	 (SCALL),	 in	 2002,	 awarded	Albert	 its	 highest	 honor:	 the	










lent	 interpersonal	 and	communication	 skills.	Albert	hired	key	 IT	administrators	
who	 embraced	 the	 service	 philosophy.	 As	 Albert	 would	 have	 been	 the	 first	 to	




























¶42	Albert	will	 be	 so	dearly	missed.	But	 he	will	 forever	 be	 remembered	 as	 a	
leader	in	the	field	of	law	librarianship,	a	valued	colleague,	a	respected	mentor	and	
boss,	a	memorable	teacher,	a	treasured	friend,	and	a	beloved	brother	and	uncle.
¶43	Dear	Albert:	we	raise	a	glass	of	Texas	punch	and	salute	you.—Pauline	M.	
Aranas8
	 8.	 Associate	Dean,	Acting	Dean	of	Library	and	Information	Technology,	and	Adjunct	Professor	
of	Law,	USC	Gould	School	of	Law,	Los	Angeles,	California.
